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ABSTRACT

This study conducted a vocabulary survey for teaching Japanese vocabulary related to food and beverage in a beginner's
Japanese class. Frequently occurring words were extracted by part-of-speech from a large recipe corpus, and the target range
of vocabulary to be taught was investigated. As a result, we concluded that the range of vocabulary that requires intensive
instruction is "intermediate to high-intermediate words with frequencies up to 400. In addition to the traditional vocabulary
of "names of ingredients, names of dishes, and categories of dishes," "cooking procedures and plans" and "objects and
characteristics of recipes” were found to occur with relatively high frequency, indicating the need to teach intermediate and
advanced vocabulary in these categories even to beginner-level learners in order to accurately read recipes and perform
cooking tasks. The results of the study revealed the necessity of teaching intermediate and advanced vocabulary in these

categories to beginner-level learners in order to read recipes accurately and perform cooking.
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According to a word-by-word analysis of the top 100 words in frequency order, different trends were observed in the vocabulary from
frequency 1-200th and in 201st-400th words. 401st-500th words showed less specificity of the recipe corpus, with only a small number
of words requiring intensive instruction.
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The tendency of the top 200 words is that nouns are mostly essential words directly related to cooking and recipes, such as ingredients,
seasonings, and cooking categories. From the 201st word onward, words that are considered necessary for reading recipes and cooking
accurately appear, and from the 401st word onward, expressions related to cooking are considered to be less common.
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Nouns can be categorized mainly into "ingredient name," "dish name or catego
> gory,

nn

cooking procedure or plan," and "object or
characteristic of the recipe. In this classification, the top 300 words were the names of ingredients. In the group of 401st to 500th words,
only noodle, lettuce, and green tea appeared. Nouns from the 401st rank and onward are often used to describe the nature of the recipe,
and there are few expressions related to cooking. Therefore, it can be considered that the main words related to food ingredients and

cooking appear sufficiently in nouns up to the 400th word level.
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Among verbs, the major so-called cooking verbs appear at the top 200 word level. Thereafter, complex or subsidiary cooking verbs
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such as "takikomu; to cook together” or "soeru; to garnish” appear up to the 400-word level.
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Adjectives and adverbs in the top 200 words are mostly onomatopoeias (sound symbolic words) that describe impressions of texture
and taste. Onomatopoeias and other general adjectives such as "noukou-na; rich" and "ama-karai; sweet and spicy" have a strong object-
dependence of meaning, and thus need to be taught together with co-occurrence relations.
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Based on the above analysis, considering the goal of this study, which is "to teach words related to cooking
as vocabulary knowledge while teaching basic grammar in beginner Japanese classes," I conclude that the
range of words that require intensive instruction is "intermediate and advanced words with frequencies of
up to 400. The verbs to be taught are general cooking-verbs as well as complex cooking-verbs and verbs
related to the reaction of the eater and the serving of the food (see words ranked 201-300). As for adjectives
and adverbs, onomatopoeia and adjectives describing flavors should be taught in relation to their co-

occurrence with the food.
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